
“The Lottery” 
 

1. What are two parts of the story that foreshadow the true nature of lottery?  

• _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Explain the irony of the following 

Setting Calling the tradition a “lottery” 

 
3. How are these characters portrayed in the story? 

Character Actions, character traits, quotes, etc. 

Bobby Martin 

 

Mr. Graves 

 

Mr. Summers 

 

Old Man Warner 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Adams 

 

Bill Hutchinson 

 

Tessie Hutchinson 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 



 

4. Brainstorm 2 symbols in the story and explain their significance. 

Symbol Significance 

  

  

 

5. Why do you think the townspeople participate in the lottery?  Why don’t they stop having it? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. This story was published in 1948 shortly after the WWII.  What comment about human nature could Shirley 

Jackson have been trying to make? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 


