
What

scares
you the 

most?
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by Edgar Allan Poe



Edgar Allan Poe
He put the “poe” in poetry.

1809-1849“I became insane, with long intervals of horrible sanity.”

- Edgar Allan Poe



For Poe, 
the 
scariest 
thing is 
the death
of your 
true 
love.



Poe’s wife 
Virginia was dying 

of tuberculosis 
while he wrote his 
poem about a man 

haunted by the 
loss of his love, 

Lenore.



Click to hear “The Raven.”

http://prezi.com/eybypjl2vbxk/?utm_


In your groups, read through each stanza of the 
poem.  In the margin, draw a symbol or picture 

beside each stanza that illustrates what is 
happening in that stanza.



1. How does Poe’s word choice contribute to the 
mood of the poem?  Circle at least 5 words 
that you feel create this effect.

2. Do you think there really was a raven in the 
speaker’s chambers?  Why or why not?

3. Find and write down 2 pieces of evidence in 
the text that the speaker is going insane.

4. Poe could have chosen many other types of 
birds (a parrot, an owl, a sparrow) to enter the 
chamber, but he chose a raven.  Why?  



What Elements of

can you identify?



“The Raven”

Manipulation of Fears

Helplessness of 

Character

Exaggeration

The Supernatural

Dark Setting

Mystery and Suspense

Motivation



The raven in Poe’s poem perches 
upon a bust of Pallas, the Greek 
Goddess of wisdom and war.  
Explain the symbolism in the raven 
using this specific object as his 
perch…
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Get ready to compare and 
contrast two versions of 
Poe’s “The Raven.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLiXjaPqSyY
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